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ISSAC
by Jenny McBride
In the tutoring room
Where I was trying to make
The alphabet and numbers
a little more familiar
Issac could hear his mother’s company
Through the transitional walls.
“Hear that? That’s my cousin,”
he told me
watching upside-down cards.
“I can’t hear him. I don’t hear very well,”
I added.
“I can hear black people and white people,”
he announced matter-of-factly,
“But you can only hear white people.”
And then, an afterthought:
“He speaks English.”
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